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and yet be virtually unrepresented in Parliament. In 1955,
for example, the result of the election was as follows:
Party                No. of            Votes (to the      Per cent   Seats
Candidates   nearest thousand)   of poll
Conservatives        624                 13,287,000              49.7       345
and associates
Labor                   617                  12,405,000              46.4      277
Liberal                  no                     722,000               2.7          6
Communist             17                       33,000                 .1          o
Others                   41                      313,000                i.i          2
As far as the Labor and Conservative Parties were con-
cerned, there was little cause for complaint about the elec-
toral system. The relation of votes to seats was much the
same in each case; though because of the concentration of
Labor votes and the dispersal of Conservative votes, the Con-
servatives won more seats and Labor fewer seats than their
percentages of the poll would indicate. But the system was
much harsher on the Liberals, who polled 2.7 per cent of the
votes but won only i per cent of the seats.
Before we consider whether this system is a good one,
let us mention the alternatives. Most of the alternatives are
varieties of the system known as Proportional Representa-
tion (P.R.), of which some 300 typesjjwere brought to tfie
attention of the Royal Commission on Electoral Systems
which was appointed in i9o8.18 The purpose of all these
varieties of P.R. is to obviate what the Royal Commission,
called "a certain brutality and roughness of justice" which
characterizes the "simple majority" system.
The system most favored by British enthusiasts for pro-
portional representation is known as the Single Transferable
Vote. This system cannot work in single-member constitu-
xencies and therefore requires the amalgamation of constituen-
18 Report of the Royal Commission appointed to enquire into Elec-
toral Systems, (Cd. 5163), H.M.S.O., 1910, p. 13.